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EMPIRICISM.* 


| 


Tuat an Empiric is generally afraid of his own nostrum, 
is confirmed by many humourous anecdotes that might be 
brought forward. On one occasion, we are told, a dealer of 
this description was obliged to send for a physician, through 
inadvertence in the use of -his own specific. ‘The physician, 
on feeling his pulse, and going through the usual routine of 
Investigation that attends a visit to a patient, expressed his 
surprise to find his patient so much alarmed at such an ap- 
parently trifling indisposition. ‘ Ah! Doctor,” replied the 
Empiric, “not so very trifling as you suppose ; for, alas! to 
tell you the truth, I have in a mistake followed some of my 
own medicine.” 


The truth of this we may confirm by stating, that within 
eur own knowledge, instead of requiring the assistance of 
Dr. Brodum, or taking his far-famed medicines, his family 


* From the Lon. Med. & Surg. Spectator, Vol. I. p. 411. 
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generally put themselves under the care of the regular pro- 
fession for ailments which it is pretended"his specifics can 
infallibly cure. So much for the principles of those concerned 
in this shameful traffic, the various branches of which are 
every day expanding, and assuming new shades of imposi- 
tion. . 

It would seem, that even in the days of the celebrated au- 
thor of Hudibras, the public were equally imposed on by the 
deceptions of quackery, as at the present day; and we have 
no doubt it will be gratifying to our readers, to have the pic- 
ture of an Empiric of that period delineated by so able a pen. 

“The Empiric,” says this author, “is a medicine-monger, 
probationer of receipts, and doctor epidemic: he is perpetu- 
ally putting his medicines upon their trial, and very often 
finds them guilty of manslaughter, but still they have some 
trick or other to come off, and avoid burning by the hand of 
the hangman. He points his trials of skill, and challenges 
death at so many weapons, that though he is sure to be foiled 
at every one, he cares not: for if he gets money, he is sure 
to get off. For it is but posting up diseases for poltroons in 
all the public places of town, and daring them to meet him 
again, and his credit stands as fair with the rabble as ever it 
did. Ife makes nothing of the pox, and the running of the 
reins, but will undertake to cure them, and tie one hand be- 
hind him with so much ease and safety, that his patients may 
surfeit and be drunk as oft as they please, and follow their bu- 
siness, that is, whores and him, without any inconvenience to 
their health and occasions ; and he cures with so much secresy, 
that they shall never know how it came about: he professes 
no cure no pay, as wellhe may; for, if nature does the work, 
he is paid for it; if not, he neither wins nor loses; and, like a 
cunning rook, lays his bet so artfully, that, let the chance be 
what it will, he either wins or saves. He cheats the rich for 
their money, and the poor for charity, and if either succeeds, 
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both are pleased: and he passes for a very just and conscien- 
tious man; for, as those that pay nothing ought at least to 
speak well of their entertamment, their testimony makes way 
for those that are able to pay for both. He finds he has no 
reputation among those who know him, and fears he is never 
like to have, and therefore posts up his bills to see if he can 
thrive better among those that know nothing of him. He 
keeps his post continually, and will undertake to maintain it 
against all the plagues of Egypt. He sets up his trade on a 
pillar, or the corner of a street: these are his warehouses, 
where all he has is to be seen, and a great deal more, for he 
that looks further finds nothing at all,” 








TO THE EDITORS OF THE MEDICAL OBSERVER.™* 


Gentlemen, 

‘Though three numbers of your valuable Observer have ap- 
peared, yet till last week I had not the pleasure of perusing a 
work that will do honour to its editors. I think it an omission 
of your duty, that you have not made it generally known in 
the country through the medium of the public provincial pa- 


pers. ‘he intention of this letter is to give you a description . 


of the five different situations I served in London, so that some 
idea may be formed of a medical quackery not generally 
known, and which, in my opinion, most assuredly merits the 
severest censure, and which inclination induces me to believe 
exclusively belongs to the London practice. I allude, Gen- 
tlemen, to a Leicester-Square prescriber, who makes use of a 
kind of language for his medical prescription, agreed upon 
between himself and a certain Druggist, (not one hundred 
miles from Pall Mall, and who, report states, a few years back 
was a humble porter) that the patient may not go to his regue 


* Vol. U1. p. 24. 
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lar apothecary. I have very often compounded his receipts 
under the ridiculous title of “ Ungt. Novum,” “ Gutta No- 
stre,” &c. &c. At first, I thought this mysterious prescriber 
adopted this mode to conceal his ignorance of pharmacy, but 
at the end of the year I learnt that this humane practitioner, 
who pretends to prescribe for the suffering poor gratuitously, 
received two-thirds of the sum paid for the medicine by those 
industrious poor ; and, independent of their loss of time, the 
medicines they procured were charged two-thirds more than 
they would have paid to any apothecary. One year, to the 
best of my recollection, this generous, this humane, this en- 
lightened practitioner, received one hundred and forty pounds, 
and by a singular coincidence the payment was made on St. 
Thomas’s Day—so much for the sacred cause of humanity. 
I then went to live with an apothecary in the vicinity of Jer- 
myn-street, who compounded the prescriptions of another 
puffing surgeon on somewhat of the same liberal terms. ‘The 
principal remedy of this humane character was the extract of 
hemlock, two drams of which he directed to be divided into 
forty-eight pills. Hence most judiciously they were called 
the Forty-eight Pills, which, to poor people, were only two 
shillings and six-pence, being in real value about two-pence. 
No chance of improvement here offering, I went to live with 
the favourite apothecary of Sir Felix Fascinate, Baronet, 
where my time was chiefly engaged in compounding the cor- 
rect elegant Latin prescriptions of this favourite of fortune, 
and have often made not less than three or four prescriptions 
in the course of the day fora Duchess not less celebrated for 
her innate goodness than her beauty. } 

Formerly, the prescriptions of this great character actually 
engaged two assistants ; but latterly they had so gradually de- 
creased, that during the summer season we scarcely received 
above one in the week. Sir Felix was the only physician we 
were allowed ta speak well of, and he in return was a warm 
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advocate for my employer, for Sir Felix uniformly declared 
ino person’s drugs were so good, or medicines so carefully 
prepared: but Gentlemen, how shall I arouse your indignation, 
when I tell you, that on posting the book, I discovered that 
Sir Felix Fascinate was a partner in this very lucrative con- 
cern, and which satisfactorily accounted for his warm friend- 
ship and singular prescriptions ; aqua pumpaginis and sy. rub. 
(as he scientifically termed it) were very favourite remedies 
with him. Sir Felix was of opinion, that the name of a medi- 
cine had greater effect than the composition. ‘Thus every 
medicine his scientific genius denominated by one of these 
terms, antinervous, antibilious, &c. &c.; but the common sa- 
line draught he most nobly termed antiphlogistic. 

After two years servitude, I went to a wholesale druggist, 
for the purpose of further information. Here I witnessed the 
most iniquitous practices that ever disgraced a civil country 
—sophistication was the grand study of my employer. I once 
was present at the execution of an order for ten hundred 
weight of Peruvian bark to go abroad, which, to my certain 
knowledge; did not contain one ounce of genuine bark; and 
every pharmaceutical preparation was made directly contrary 
to the formule of the Royal College of Physicians. Thus the 
apothecary is often blamed when the fault is with the drug- 
gist; nay, I have known the Apothecaries Company imposed 
upon 

I afterwards lived with a retail chethist in London, who 
also sold a few quack medicines, which gave me an insight 
into the profits, fifty per cent. “There I became acquainted 
with an assistant to an artificial mmeral water maker, who in- 
formed me, that his master was in partnership with a cele- 
brated doctor of Liver notoriety, who recommended the wa- 
ters in his publication, and expressly wrote for their sale. 

Finding the drug trade too laborious, I obtained a very easy 


situation with a pompous apothecary in the neighbourhood of 
VOL. I. n 
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the Foundling Hospital, and here I learnt that this Goode-fors 
nothing apothecary was the real author of Brodum’s Guide 
to Health, and, for aught I know, may have latterly written 
Boy’s Guide to Midwifery. Burning with disgust at such 
nefarious practices, I next turned my attention to surgery, and 
for this purpose I entered a pupil at St. Thomas’s and Guy’s : 
and there empiricism had even entered ; for in the second lec- 
ture on surgery, an advertised specific was recommended as 
the only remedy worthy of trial, &c. &c. 

RICHARD BEWLEY TUFFNELL. 
Manchester, Fan. 1808. 





== ~ a 








PROFITS OF QUACKERY, &c. 


I have taken the liberty of enclosmg a letter from a vender 
of Patent Medicines, from Manchester, which perhaps may 
give you some further insight into the profits of Quackery. 
I must beg the favour of you for the present, not to publish 
our names. In some future number I shall give you per- 
mission. Although Iam benefited by the sale of Quack Me- 
dicines, which in retail business I am obliged to keep, I most 
cordially wish that you may succeed in suppressing the vile 
traffic altogether. It is worthy of remark, that alate vender in 
Holborn, although an invalid for many years, never took a 
Quack Medicine! Being on terms of great intimacy with him, 
I asked him one morning, when I found him taking an apothe- 
cary’s medicine, why he did not take some of the medicines 
he had in his shop? to which he replied, he was not yet tired 
of life. Some time after, I visited him on his death-bed ; 
two physicians had just left him, and gave no hopes of his 
recovery. After a little conversation on his affairs, he stated, 
that the active part he had taken in recommending Quack 
Medicines, laid very heavy on his conscience. Many shock- 
ing cases of their having destroyed life he wished to relate te 
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me. Observing that his dissolution was not far distant, I 
suggested to him the propriety of taking the sacrament, to 
which he immediately consented. In the afternoon his mind 
was more calm, and he seemed resigned to his fate. The 
last words he uttered to me were, “ Thank God I am not a 
proprietor of a medicine, and I hope he will forgive me for 
the false oaths I have prevailed on many to make!” Some 
time after, his wife told me that this was the only crime he 
thought of ; and lamented im the most bitter terms, that he 
ever left the trade he was brought up to, which was that of a 
carpenter. | . 
I am, Gentlemen, 
With great respect, 
Your sincere friend, 


J. 8S. L. 
To the Editors of the Medical Observer. 








TO MR. ———, CHEMIST AND DRUGGIST, LONDON. 


Manchester, Nov. 16th, 1806. 
Sir, 

In reply to your favour of the 10th inst. I am very ready 
to sell your medicine for you. I do not think twenty-five per 
cent. a proper allowance, and I assure you, as a friend, that 
you would be a greater gainer in the long run, if you was to 
allow more. You must advertise it well, or it will not sell 
at all here; no medicine will sell without it, and the more 
you advertise, the more you will of course sell; so you must 
not be affraid of. the expense at first coming out. Now if 
you will allow me two thirds of the medicine, that is, to 
charge nine pence for the 2s. 3d. bottles, I will take upon me 
the expense of advertising, and will puff it off to all my cus- 
tomers. I willalso get you some good cases to advertise im 
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Bristol, or Birmingham, well authentacated by some of our 
dissenting ministers, which have great wait with the people 
in the country. Your price of 2s. 3d: a bottle is too low, 
You may as well have five shillings, as not; the expense of 
advertising a 5s. bottle is the same as a 2s. 3d. one. Besides 
people will have a mean opinion of it, if it be not a good 
price. You may inquire my character at any of the whole- 
sale Venders of Medicines in London. You will find I am 
not a sleepy agent. What I propose to you is for mutual be- 
nefit ; you may depend upon it if you allow only twenty-five 
per cent. none of your agents will think it worth their while 
to push it. I think you should have paid the postage of yout 
letter to me, and am, 
Sir, 
Yours at command, 


T. 1. 


P. 8. If you don’t agree to my terms, you may send me a 
box of the medicine on sale or return, on your own terms ; 
no one can do so well for you in these parts as I can. 








DIETETIC EMPIRICISM. 


a 


i indhdlineteeeeenl 


SAGO.* 


This substance is prepared from the pith of a species of the 
palm tree, growing in the Molucca Islands ; the grains of Sago 
brought here are obtained bya tedious process of macerating 
and pounding it to procure the ea Fecula. It is a bland 
farinaceous substance, which, being boiled in water, 1s resole 


From the Medical Observer, Vol. IV. p. 208.—By Dr. Hector Campbell. 
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ved into an insipid, inodorous, almost transparent Jelly. 
Those who use Sago, should buy it as imported, for under the 
name of Patent Sago there is nothing sold but potatoe starch, 
which, though perhaps as good, costs only 3d. per lb. while 
the real Sago is rated at 2s. ‘The consequence of this is that 
the grocer becomes enriched at the expence of the buyer. 
‘The proof of this substitute was lately detected by the exe 
cise, who, levying 200/. on a seller of Sago, he declared the 
real fact of Potatoe being the substitute in order to escape the 
fine. Indeed if we chemically analyse Sago, and other arti- 
cles of the same class, we find that no essential difference 
exists in their real nourishing principal. Throughout vege- 
table nature, it appears there is only one Fecula. It is sus- 
pended in the parenchymatous parts of plants, and whether 
separated by bruising the roots, as in Arrow Root, grating 
Potatoes, separating the Palma Maxima to form Sago, Salep, 
and obtaining a starch from the Iceland moss by boiling, or 
procured from other roots under the specious names of Ta- 
pioca, Mandioca, &c. still im fact it is identified as one article. 
its coming out occasionally under different names of high 
sound and far travel, serves only to enrich the Grocer, and to 
delude the consumer, while the Faculty themselves, partly 
from ignorance and partly from design, are parties, by their 
recommendation, in aiding the delusion. ‘The disappointment 
to consumptive patients from the Iceland moss is a proof of 
this notorious fact, indeed all the good effects to be got from 
any of these substances may be got by grating potatoes. ‘The 
product of the whole, whatever appellation they assume, is 
only Starch, and their virtues therefore are no greater than 
what Starch can bestow. But not content with the substitu- 
tion of the Potatoe Starch, for these far famed exotic pro- 


ductions, and the exorbitant profits thus acquired, even adul- 
teration is added to this substituted Fecula, and the colour of 
it improved by’ the addition of chalk and other substances. 
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So notorious are such deceptions, and so little the reliance on 
Exchange Honour, that no ‘Tradesman, if he can help it deals 
with another for an article in powder, but wishes always to 
mix it himself. ‘These fecula are insoluble in cold water, 
but coagulate by the addition of hot, and then become Starch ; 
boiled in milk, with the addition of sugar and eggs, they form 
Custards. 'The receipt to make this fecula from Potatoes, is 
very simple, and may be done by patients themselves, being 
equal to 'T'apioca, Sago, or any other articles of this class re- 
commended for the sick. 

It is done by grating potatoes in a Szeve standing over a 
pan. By the addition of water, the Fecu/a in fine powder 
runs through, and the pulpy or parenchymatous part remains 
in the sieve. ‘The latter is to be thrown away, and the pow- 
der purified by repeated additions of cold water. 

Such are a few of the leading articles of diet, and the decep- 
tions practised on the community by their sophistication.* 
What a more magnified picture of injury to society does this 
present, than the more contracted impositions of the Patent 
Warehouse! From this view, the result is, that the poor, 
the industrious, and the labourer, those who are the strength 
and sinews of the state, are deprived of their due proportion of 
nourishment; or under the semblance of possessing it, are in- 
troducing into their bodies the seeds of dissolution and dis- 
ease, from the very articles they resort to, as the means of 
affording renovation and health. Is not this subject more 
worthy the attention of Warwick-lane than a report on vacci- 
nation? Is not the daily-accumulating poison of vitiated diet 
more baneful than either small-pox or the cow evil? For 
what was their monopoly granted to this body? Fora su- 
perior knowledge as supposed in the cure of disease. But 
how is disease to be cured, while the seeds of it are daily and 


* This alludes to other aiticles of diet adulterated in London......... Editon. 
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hourly accumulating in the habit? Will a little rhubarb, or 
a mixed draught, supply a deficiency of osseous matter ? The 
medical police of the metropolis is a subject of the first im- 
portance for the interference of the legislature. We shall 
pursue the present detail through the other articles of diet, 
and shew that similar frauds and deceptions are practised, no 
less injurious than those pointed out. ‘The people should be 
enlightened to their own danger: the cure is too late when 
once disease comes..—'Ihe evil must be prevented in its pre- 
vious stage. 

By the present analysis, we have shewn that perhaps more 
than one-third of the inhabitants of this metropolis sit down 
daily to a breakfast of Gypsum Bread, containing an insoluble 
salt, which can convey no nourishment to the body. This 
Gypsum Bread is next covered with Sutter, either rancid, or 
containing much water and salt, thus introducing acrimony 
into the system. It is washed down with tea, coarse, and 
having its appearance glittered by Prusstan blue. 'This tea is 
sweetened with sugar: if moist, it is loaded with sand and 
water ; if lump, it is adulterated with refuse matter from the 
sugar-house, not saleable. ‘This tea, thus sweetened, is then 
coloured with water, containing chalk and treacle, under the 
name of Milk, consequently neither containing Phosphate of 
Lime, or the other principles necessary to nourishment. 
Where Chocolate is preferred to the 'l’ea, here is only ob- 
tained a mixture of fried beans, with a proportion of unctuous 
oil, instead of the real Cocoa, so that the evil is not lessened. 
The only article in which the consumer is not cheated, is the 
Sago. Here the starch is the same principle in all the sub- 
stances substituted for it, and though he pays an extravagant 
price, his health is not injured by the sophistication. 
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Stronc’s Account of the Spotted Fever, continued from 
page 74. 


CASES. 
We shall now proceed to give a staterhent of several cases, 


by which the variations of the symptoms, ,and the treatment 
will be exhibited. 


CASE I. 

A. delicate slender female aged cighteen, subject to ner- 
vous head ache, of which she had frequently severe turns, was 
taken on the 15th of February 1809, with a very violent and 
excruciating pain in the head, it was supposed by her friends 
to be one of her usual turns, though much more severe than 
common. In the latter part of the day; she took a small por- 
tion of mild laxative physic. ‘The morning of the 16th, 
brought no. relief from her pains, her disease still supposed 
to be the nervous head-ache. At 11 o’clock A. M.—her 
physic, not having operated, was assisted by an injection, 
which produced an evacuation, in every respect natural and 
healthy. Immediately upon the operation, her strength failed 
and she had repeated turns of fainting. ‘The nature of her 
disease now became apparent, her pulse very feeble, her arms 
and feet cold, she complained much of a cold, faint, deadly 
feeling about the upper orifice of her stomach, one hand and 
one foot became numb. ‘The hand which was numb, assumed 
a livid hue and a severe pain attacked the wrist, the pain soon 
extended up the arm and was followed by the numbness, ‘and 
in the course of half an hour her whole arm was paralytic, 
and in this state it remained, without feeling and without the 
power of motion, for six or seven days. Her tongue at this 
time, was in a very torpid state, so that it was with great dif- 
ficulty she could get it out of the mouth, or return it when 
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out. Immediately after her first turn of fainting, which suc- 
ceeded the operation of the physic; her mother, having no 
camphor, or volatile spirit in the house, proposed to her to 
take some brandy. ‘The young lady having never been ac- 
customed to the use of spirits, objected, saying it would both 
strangle her, and get her drunk ; upon being urged, she drank 
half a glass. After taking it, she told her mother she had 
mistaken the bottle, it had no strength, and tasted as pleasantly 
as wine.’ Atone o’clock P. M. a regular course of medicine 
was commenced, sinapisms were applied to her feet, and she got 
20 drops of laudanum in a glass of wine, in 15 minutes after a 
second glass of wine, and in 15 minutes more, half a glass of 
brandy. 'These medicines, as she expressed it, “seemed to 
go to the spot,” in some measure, removed the deadly feeling 
from her stomach, produced some degree of warmth in her 
limbs and raised her pulse. At the expiration of two hours, 
20 drops more of laudanum were administered in half a glass 
of brandy, with very good effect. ‘The laudanum and the 
brandy, diluted with an equal quantity of hot water, were re- 
peated twice in the course of the evening anda blister applied 
to the affected arm. 'The same medicines were repeated seve- 
ral times in the course of the night. 

17th. Her pulse was better than the day before, and a 
universal warmth pervaded the surface, and it was determined 
to keep them so, by a steady, but mild course of stimuli. She 
was accordingly put upon a stated use of laudanum, 20 drops 
once in four hours, occasionally increasing it when her pains 
were violent. Blisters were applied to both her arms, and 
lower limbs. |. Whenever her pulse flagged, and she hadturns 
of faintness and distress at stomach, (generally 7 or 8 times in 
the course of twenty four hours) hot brandy sling was admi- 
nistred ; and if one glass did not give relief, two generally 
would. Wine was entirely laid aside, as it had no effect in 
mitigating her symptoms, but on the contrary, added to her 


distress. Cold water, or any light drink, distressed her much. 
VOL. Te oO 
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When her turns of faintness and distress, were coming on, she 
would beg for hot brandy and water, and drink it with the 
greatest eagerness. Her nourishment was coffee and soup, 
and these she would not take, unless they were made so hot, 
that they could not be taken by a person in health. 

18th. Symptoms much the same as yesterday, tongue as- 
suming a yellow colour; same practice pursued. 

19th. Not quite so well; turns of faintness and distress 
more frequent, pulse more frequent and feeble; tongue beco- 
ming brown; a great degree of numbness over the whole 
surface; great nausea and reaching to puke. Warm water 
was given her, but nothing of consequence was thrown off: 
laudanum and brandy continued as usual; arsenite of potash, 
one drop each hour; a blister to the stomach and additional 
ones tothe limbs. She would beg her friends to pinch and 
scratch her flesh, and declared the places where blisters were 
drawing, to feel the best of any part of her body. ‘The arse- 
nite of potash had a very happy effect, and tended greatly to 
relieve and prevent her distress. She emphatically called it 
the balsam of life. 

20th. Symptoms better, pulse fuller and slower, pain and 
faintness less; quantity of brandy diminished, arsenite contt- 
nued; decoction of bark administered, but not suiting the 
stomach, was laid aside. 

21st. Symptoms generally continue better, wine this day 
suiis the stomach better than brandy and is given in lieu of it ; 
bowels moved by repeated small doses of calomel, the evacua- 
tion perfectly natural. 

22d. Symptoms muchas yesterday, wine, &c. continued. 

23d. Had a fright last night concerning her mother, who 
is now sick in another room, in consequence of which she is 
not so well. Her reason somewhat impaired through the day, 
turns of distress greater and more frequent. Wine does not 
answer the purpose and recourse is again had to brandy. 
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24th All the symptoms better. Wine @gain suits the sto- 
mach, and brandy is laid aside ; had a natural healthy evacu- 
ation without the assistance of physic. 

25th. Continues better, tongue cleaning off, animal food 
begins to relish, carbuncles and pustules, are appearing in 
different parts. 

For several days after this, she drank her quart of Madeira 
a day, eat freely of animal food, and convalesced rapidly. 
‘The wine was gradually changed for porter and bottled cider, 
and in a very short time she returned to her usual diet. 

T'welve months have elapsed since her sickness. She en- 
joys good health, her constitution is much better than before 
her sickness, and the turns of nervous head-ach, to which she 
was subject, have entirely left her. 


CASE II. 

A lad aged 7 years, was taken on the 5th of February 
1809, at three o’clock in the morning. His first symptoms 
were pain in the head, accompanied with an ague, which was 
soon followed by nausea and puking; pulse frequent, and ex- 
tremely feeble; extremities cold, and the whole surface of 
the body below the natural temperature. The body was 
wrapped in warm flannel, and other warm applications were 
made. Wine whey and laudanum were administered, but 
immediately rejected from the stomach. Wine, porter, brandy, 
gin and old spirit, in their various modifications were tried 
with no better success, each of them was rejected, as soon as 
taken. Anodyne injections were given, and blisters applied 
to the stomach and limbs. At 12 o’clock at noon, things re- 
mained in this discouraging situation, nothing could be made 
to stay upon the stomach, the child continued to sink, and it 
appeared as if the feeble remains of life would soon become 
extinct. At this time recourse was had to the arsenite of pot- 
ash, two drops were given and stayed,upon the stomach; in 
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ty 
half an hour, the game dose was repeated, and evidently pro- 


duced the most beneficial effects; composed the stomach, 
raised the temperature of the body, increased the action of 
the pulse, and invigorated the whole system. All other me- 
dicines, except anodyne injections, were laid aside, and the 
arsenite regularly administered, two drops each half hour 
through the afternoon. ‘The same medicine was continued 
through the night in doses of one drop each hour. In the 
course of the night, the stomach also received and retained a 
small quantity of brandy strongly spiced with cloves. 

6th. Child still very low, pulse through the day quite 
feeble, at times extremely so, heat of the surface below the 
natural temperature, extremities at times quite cold, pain in 
the head severe, reason much impaired, at times inclined toa 
comatose state. An anodyne injection was given, warm ex- 
ternal applications continued, and additional blisters applied 
to the limbs; one drop of the arsenite, and half a glass of 
spiced brandy, were administered each hour, together with as 
much well seasoned chicken soup, as the stomach would re- 
ceivee ‘These medicines had a good effect, and relieved the 
violence of the symptoms. In the evening, pulse better, sur- 
face warmer and moist, pain and distress in the same degree 
abated, reason restored, and no comatose symptoms: the 
brandy was now changed for old Madeira, a glass of which, and 
one drop of the arsenite were given every other hour alter- 
nately. 

7th. Symptoms much as last evening. Wine, arsenite and 
soup continued, and the bowels appearing somewhat distend- 
ed, a mild laxative dose of senna, rhubarb and manna was 
administered. ‘The physic not having operated, was in the 
evening assisted by an injection, which produced an evacua- 
tion perfectly natural in its appearance. Immediately upon 
the operation, child sunk much, for several minutes the pulse 
Was not perceptible at the wrists, and for several hours was 
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very feeble. An anodyne injection was immediately given, 
and the quantity of wine increased. 

8th. Pulse and temperature restored to the pitch which 
they were before the evacuation; but still considerably below 
that of health: same treatment as yesterday, excepting the 
physic and injection. 

9th. Same symptoms and same practice. In the evening, 
the bowels being again distended, an operative injection was 
given, which produced another healthy evacuation. Patient 
sunk some after it, but not so much as after the first. 

10th. Continues feeble and low ; wine administered freely, 
the arsenite continued, but in less quantity, laudanum in small 
doses introduced into the stomach.* 

11th. State of the patient much the same; practice like- 
wise the same, with the addition of the simple tincture of 
bark and local applications, for the aphthe which appeared in 
the fauces. 

From this time the child continued to convalesce slowly, 
and the diffusible were gradually changed for more perma- 
vent stimuli, till he was restored to perfect health. 


CASE Ill, 

A. young mechanic aged 19, of firm constitution and in 
perfect health, while engaged in playing a game of morris, 
was instantly struck blind. ‘The blindness was immediately 
succeeded by nausea, which caused him to puke three or four 
times ; he then complained of a sharp pain shooting through 
his temples and stomach, and in five minutes from his first 
attack was completely distracted. This was about 9 o’clock 
in the evening ; a messenger was immediately dispatched for 
medical assistance, but none was procured until 12 o’clock, 
at which time he was lying upon the floor, and it required 
four or five stout men to hold him in that situation. He had 


* Laudanum, not agreeing with the stomach, had hitherto been adminis: 
tered only by injection. 
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been in this condition from the first moment of his derange- 
ment, and had taken no medicine of any kind. The scene 
was truly an awful one; his clothes were torn from his body, 
and the men who held him, bore marks of his violence. His 
distraction was of a kind which exceeds description, and can 
be conceived of only by those who were.eye witnesses of it. 
He appeared to be in the most excruciating agony, and was 
constantly endeavouring, either to get away from, or to kill 
the murderers, who were driving augurs and spikes through 
his head. His tongue was dry but otherwise natural, his 
pulse feeble, and so frequent that it appeared to be one con- 
tinued stream. ‘lhe case was considered as one, which re- 
quired powerful remedies, and it was determined to place 
the principal dependance upon laudanum. He accordingly 
got 60 drops the first dose, at the expiration of one hour, no 
alteration appearing, 60 drops more were administered. ‘The 
same medicine was administered at intervals, till 4 o’clock, 
at which time he had taken 280 drops, together with a small 
quantity of diluted spirit. His pulse was now somewhat 
slower and not quite so feeble, the violence of his pain ap- 
peared to have abated, and his delirium had changed from 
the raving, to a humourous, playful kind: at times, howe- 
ver, the pain would shoot through his temples, and for a mo- 
ment he would be raving. He was now left to the care of 
his friends, with orders that 30 drops of laudanum should 
be administered once in two hours, unless he became quiet 
and his symptoms altered. A little after sunrise, he was 
again visited, when it appeared that the orders had been ex- 
ceeded, and he had taken from 4 o’clock till that time 200 
drops ; making in the whole from 12 o’clock till 8, 480 drops 
of laudanum, the whole of which had been retained upon 
the stomach. He now lay in his bed, free from pain except- 
ing occasionally a very light one in his head; he had the per- 
fect exercise of his reason, his tongue was moist, his pulse 
regular, and in every respect good, excepting that it was yet 
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too feeble. He had no sleepiness, or any other apparent ef- 
fect of opium, and complained of no indisposition, except a 
universal soreness, occasioned by the bruises he had given 
himself the night before, and a great loss of strength. He 
was ordered a moderate use of wine and laudanum, through 
the day. The next night his distraction returned with vio- 
lence, a physician was sent for but not obtained; in this si- 
tuation, the lady at whose house he lived, who had seen the 
effect of laudanum the preceding night, resorted to the same 
medicine. She gave him 50 drops, and repeated the dose 
without effect; she then gave an hundred, and a second hun- 
dred, and by this bold practice succeeded, im alleviating the 
violence of the symptoms, removed his pain and restored him 
to reason. “He was found in the morning by his physician 
much as he had been the day before. He contmued for a 
number of days feeble and low, with occasional turns of light 
delirium ; but by a stated use of laudanum, wine, or diluted. 
ardent spirit, was at length restored to perfect health. 


CASE IV. 

A young lady, aged 15, of delicate constitution, on Fri- 
day the 27th of January 1809, a very cold day, rode 38 
miles in a sleigh. On Saturday the 28th, complained of ha- 
ving a bad cold, but kept about the house as usual. About 
8 o'clock in the evening, after giving directions to aservant to 
prepare her clothes, for attending public worship the next day, 
she retired for the night. As she was going to her chamber, 
she complained of having a severe pain in her little finger, 
after she had been in bed a short’ time, the pain progressed 
up her arm, and soon reached the head, at which time she 
was taken with puking. She being accustomed to turns of 
the sick head-ach, her servant supposed this to be one of 
them, and said nothing to the family, but attended upon her 
through the night, and encouraged her puking, by adminis- 
terug such light diluent drinks as she was accustomed te 
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take in those turns. Inthe morning the family were alarmed 
and sent for a physician. He found her in a very low de- 
pressed state, the whole surface cold and her pulse hardly 
perceptible. She spoke but once after he entered the room 
and sunk immediately into the most profound coma. Warm 
applications were immediately made to the body, an anodyne 
injection administered, blisters applied to the head, and other 
parts, and an attempt made to introduce wine and brandy into 
the stomach; this, however, was found extremely difficult, 
and but a small quantity was got down. ‘These applications 
had some effect in increasing the heat, and the energy of the 
pulse ; this effect, however, was only of a temporary nature, 
and no means which could be applied were sufficient to rouse 
her from the comatose state ; her breathing soon became ster- 
torous and she expired in 27 hours from the first attacks 
The hand and the arm, in which the pain commenced, were 
of a black colour, within five minutes from the time she 
breathed her last. 


CASE V. 

A blooming Miss aged 11 years, was, on account of the 
sickness of her mother, called home from a neighbouring 
town, where she had been for a visit of a few weeks. She 
arrived, on the 20th of February 1809, about 4 o’clock. in 
the afternoon, and continued in perfect health, till 1 o'clock 
the next day, at which time she dined as usual with -the fa- 
mily. Immediately after dinner, she was going up to her 
mother’s chamber; on the stairs she was taken with a severe 
ague, her teeth began to chatter, and her whole body appear- 
ed inatremor. She complained of an awful sensation of 
faintness and coldness at the pit of the stomach, and a pecu- 
liarly distressing numbness in one foot. and leg. Her eyes 
looked wild and uncommonly brilliant, her mind was in a 
flighty state, her extremities cold, her pulse feeble. Fifteen 
drops of laudanum were given her, in half a glass of bran- 
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dy, in about half an hour she drank part of another glass of 
brandy, soon after part of a glass of wine was given her. The 
wine occasioned immediate puking, which threw off all that 
she had previously taken, together with her dinner; after 
this, nothing could be made to stay upon her stomach a mo- 
ment. In two hours from her first attack, she was comatose 
and her throat paralytic. Access to her stomach being cut 
off, those means which were left, by injections and external 
applications, were most faithfully and assiduously applied, 
but all in vain. The surface never became warm, the energy 
of the pulse was never restored, and after 15 hours from the 
first attack, 13 of which she was in a state of profound co- 
ma, she expired, just 5 hours after her mother, who died 
after 52 hours sickness of the same fatal disease. 

The cases which we have noticed, exhibit several different 
grades of the disease. ‘he first case is considered asa hard 
one, but one which at the same time was manageable, and 
the symptoms of which were easily controuled by medicine. 
In case 2d, the attack was a formidable one, and until arrest- 
ed by a free use of the arsenite, appeared to be regularly pro- 
gressing to a speedy, fatal close. Case 3d, exhibited amore 
distressing spectacle to the spectators, than is oftenseen. But 
in most cases, which have come within the observation of the 
writer, where the symptoms were similar to this, they have 
yielded more readily to medicine, than some others where the 
attack appeared less formidable. ‘They have generally, how- 
ever, required a very free and liberal use of opium. The 
4th and 5th cases were of the most malignant kind, and it is 
believed were in their very nature fatal. ‘The greater part of 
the cases, which proved mortal in this city, the last winter, 
were of this description. ‘The unhappy victims appeared to 
be struck with death in the first instance, and when it was dis- 
covered that they were seriously indisposed, were beyond the 
reach of medicine. "When such cases occur, they will pro- 
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bably continue to defy the art of man; but when the disease 
appears in a less malignant form, it is perhaps as manageable 
as any other disease of a serious nature. , 

The writer means not by any thing which he has advanced 
in this treatise, to justify the extravagances of any mode of 
practice. While he comes forth with firmness, as an advo- 
cate for a free use of cordials and stimulants, in the disease 
under consideration, he does not pretend but what these me- 
dicines may be injudiciously administered ; that in some cases 
recourse may be had to them too hastily, that in others they 
may be administered too long or in too great quantities, 
While he strenuously insists that evacuants should be used 
with the greatest caution, he does not deny, that they may 
be delayed too long. But as we have before observed, so we 
now repeat, that the abuse of any mode of practice, is not 
the criterion, by which its merits are to be judged. 








Extract of a Letter from Dr. L. Varentine, to BENJAMIN 
Rusu, JZ D. dated 


“ Marseilles, October 21st. 1809. 


“J am informed positively, that the Minister of the Inte- 
rior has appoimted twelve physicians, to the end of examining 
and judging the Memoirs, sent to answer the Prize Questions 
on the Croup. ‘They are ordered to meet every day in a 
room of the Institute at Paris. That commission is compo- 
sed of M. M. Corvisart, first physician of the Emperor; Des 
Essarts, Le Preux, Pinel, Halle, Portal, Chaussier, Le Roux, 
Du Chanoy, Royer-Collard, Balleroy, and 'Thouret. Doctor 
Thouret, the Dean of the Faculty, is the President. ‘There 
is an immense quantity of papers to be examined, and the 
Crop was never in no part, nor for any subject, as abundant 
as it is.——The reading has begun in the first days of August.” 
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An Inquiry iuto the Use of the Tuymus GLanD, 2n a letter to 
Dr. Edward Miller, by Benjamin Rush, M. D. Professor of 
the Institutes and Practice of Medicine, and of Clinical 
Practice, in the University of Pennsylvania. Med. Repos. 


Dear Sir, 


I send you herewith, according to my promise, the opinion 
I have lately adopted, and taught in my lectures, on the use 
of the Thymus Gland. 

This gland, like the spleen, is of a soft and spongy nature: 
it is provided with two arteries, but no secretory vessels. I 
have supposed it to perform the same offices for the lungs 
which the spleen performs for the whole body, and that is, to 
act as a waste-gate of undue impressions made upon the 
lungs; for this viscus is more exposed to be overflowed with 
blood than any other, in that period of life in which the thy- 
mus gland is of its greatest size in proportion to the rest of 
the body, that is, in infancy and childhood. This outlet, or 
waste-gate of undue impressions and redundant blood, is re- 
quired immediately after birth, to prevent the lungs being 
injured by the first and violent impression of the air upon 
them. It is required, moreover, to defend the lungs from 
injury in sucking, crying, and laughing; in performing which 
acts, children are not provided with sufficient reason to re- 
strain their excess. It is required still further in the diseases 
of the lungs to which children are exposed, particularly in 
catarrh and cynanche trachealis, in which they are unable to 
discharge (under a certain age) the matter formed by these 
diseases, by means of spitting. That it serves this purpose 
I infer from its disappearing in adult life, when it ceases to 
be necessary, from the cessation or diminution of the actions 
and diseases that have been mentioned. Dr. Bigelow, of 
Massachusetts, in his inaugural dissertation submitted to the 
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examination of the medical professors in our University, on 
the 19th of April last, after having adopted the opinion I am 
now communicating, very properly ascribes the rare occur- 
rence of pulmonary consumption before twenty-one, to the 
thymus gland performing, under that period, the office I have 
ascribed to it. It is probably larger in women than in men, 
and occasionally remains through the course of their lives, 
only because their lungs are exposed to more frequent and 
powerful impressions from the blood during menstruation, 
pregnancy, parturition, and suckling, than they are in the 
male sex. 
From, dear Sir, 
Your sincere friend, 
BENJAMIN RUSH. 
Philadelphia, May 15, 1810, 








Account of a Man bitten by a Rattle-snake. From the Med. 
Observer. 


~ Thomas Soper, aged twenty-six years, wire-worker, was 
bitten on his right hand by a rattle-snake, at two in the after- 
noon of the 17th of October instant, at Wombwell’s Mena- 
gerie, No. 207, Piccadilly, London. 

The snake which bit him is one of the two that were 
brought from Carolina in June last, and now exhibited for 
public shew at the above place. This snake is supposed to 
be about four years old, having four rattles in his tail; and 
is about four or five feet in length. The other snake is sup- 
posed ‘to be about fifteen years old, has fifteen rattles im his 
tail, and is‘about six feet in length. 

~The accident happened in the following manner:—The 
may had been employed on q job, to repair some wire cages: 
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and being left in the room where the rattle-snakes are kept, 
he imprudently provoked the one which bit him, by the means 
of a rule, thrusting it through the wire work of the box in 
which the snake is confined. In doing this, the rule slipped 
out of his hand into the box. He then, in order to get at his 
rule, opened a little door, through which the snake is fed, and 
put in his hand to take hold of his rule; which he had no 
sooner done than the snake, making a vehement rattling, un- 
coiled himself, raised up his head, and struck at the man’s 
hand. By the bite three punctures were made; one on the 
hand, one on the upper part of the fore-finger, and one on the 
upper part of the middle finger. Violent pains instantaneously 
ensued, and in half an hour his hand, and the lower part of 
his arm, were much swollen; he was now carried to St. 
George’s Hospital, and in the course of a few hours, the 
whole arm was considerably enlarged, and in great agony, 
accompanied with giddiness in the head, tremors, cold sweats, 
and vomiting. 

Immediately after the bite, he had a dreadful nervous sen- 
sation upon him ; feeling, as he expressed it, as if the rattling 
of the snake was passing through his whole frame. ‘This cu- 
rious circumstance brings to our recollection the extraordi- 
nary impression which Mr. Breintal suffered, when he was 
bitten by a rattle-snake in America, in 1745. Mr. Breintal 
cured himself by various means ; but his health suffered for 
along time. See Philosophical Transactions abridged, vol. 
xi. p. 856. 

On the second day, in the case before us, the arm was 
much discoloured, and in some places black and livid, with 
vesicles of yellow serous fluid in different parts of it. The 
patient was now torpid, with death-like coldness in the extre- 
mities, cold sweats, no pulse, thirst, and rejecting whatever 
was given to him. 

On the third day, the 19th instant, in the morning, he con- 
tinued in nearly the same state, with hiccupping. This ac- 
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count being then sent to the press, we shall give the subse- 
quent circumstances, and event, in our next number. 

The treatment, we understand, has been limited to volatile 
alkali internally, and externally used, with fomentations, and 
camphorated spirits. The patient has likewise taken a few 
grains of opium, with now and then a tea-spoonful of wine 
or brandy. 

Should the man recover, will his recovery be ascribed to 
the efficacy of the treatment, or to the malignity of the poison 
being abated by our climate? In the first instance volatile al- 
kali was alone employed. 

This is a practice taken from an old East Indian story; and 
in theory we should say, “ it is a septic medicine for a septic 
disease.” 

How are the bites of deadly venomous serpents treated, in 
countries where they frequently happen, and where the ani- 
mals are indigenous. 

The present fact is a new occurrence in England; and 
practical authors, who have been in those countries, must be 
our pilots. 


On the fourth day the pulse was perceptible, but barely so, 
and the vomiting less frequent; the extremities not so cold, 
and the torpor not so great as on the preceding day. ‘The 
arm was more enlarged, with new sphacelating vesicles. 

On the fifth and sixth days he was apparently better of all 
symptoms. ‘The arm was less swollen; no hiccup, but some 
vomiting. He continued to take brandy, in tea spoonful do- 
ses. Hopes were soon entertained at the hospital of his reco- 
very. It was not recollected, that a great struggle between 
life and death, was fast approaching: in which the arm, with 
all its functions annihilated, and its organization destroyed, 
and never to be revived, must separate from the body. This 
dreadful conflict commenced, by the loss of the fore finger 
from mortification; suppurations of the arm succeeded, with 
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the flesh rotting away in large pieces; until the scene closed 
by the miserable object’s death, on the 4th of the present 
month, November, at 4 o’clock, P.M. after eighteen days 
of horrid sufferings. . 

Reflecting on the medical treatment of this unfortunate be- 
ing, and comparing it with the practice of a physician expe- 
rienced in similar disasters,* we anticipated the melancholy 
event, when we suggested the following proposition. 

** Should the man recover, will his recovery be ascribed to 
the efficacy of the treatment, or to the err of the poison 
being abated by our climate ?” 

However flattering the cure might appear, at any period af- 
ter the third day, when the first storm abated, there was no 
chance of saving the whole limb, even if more effectual means 
had been employed. For the contaminated system was not 
able to bear the separation of the destroyed parts from the 
body; either by the spontaneous efforts of nature, or by am- 
putation, supposing it practicable. ‘The fate of a patient bit- 
ten by a rattle-snake, is always decided, at the first visit of 
the person who directs his treatment. 


CORONER’S INQUEST. 

An inquest was held on Monday, November 6, on the bo- 
dy of ‘Thomas Soaper, who died on the preceding Saturday, 
at St. George’s Hospital, by the bite of a rattle-snake. 

Mr. ‘Thomas Maynard, one of the assistant surgeons be- 
longing to the above hospital, stated, the deceased was brought 
to the hospital on ‘Tuesday, October 17, about three o’clock 
in the afternoon. He examined the wound, which, he was 
told, proceeded from the bite or sting of a rattle-snake: it 
appeared like the prick of a pin between the fingers of the 
right hand, and a small oozing of blood from one of the 


* Dr. Moseley. See his Treatise on Tropicai Diseases, Military Opera. 


tions, and climate of the West-Indies, Bu. 4th, page 35, et seq. 
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wounds. ‘The wrist and hand were very much swollen, and 
in less than two hours the swelling had extended above the 
elbow. ‘The man complained of the most excruciating pain 
in the hand and arm, and his strength failed him. He con- 
tinued in that state without hopes of recovery until the fol- 
lowing Saturday, when there appeared ‘a favourable change, 
and he improved so as to afford some hopes of his recovery ; 
towards the end of last week his spirits and strength began to 
grow worse, and the arm to shew signs of mortification, which 
actually did come on last Thursday (Nov. 2), and he died at 
a quarter before four o’clock on the afternoon of the following 
Saturday, with his arm greatly swollen up to the axi//a. The 
arm, body, and head, were opened on Sunday, in the presence 
of witness, who said that it was his opinion, and that of the 
surgeons, that his death was occasioned by mortification, pro- 
duced by the bite of the snake. 

Mrs. Mary Womberwell said, that on the 17th of October 
last the deceased came to her house about twelve o’clock ; he 
was rather intoxicated; he went away, saying, he would go 
home to dinner, and bring his wife to tea. Witness came 
down stairs, shortly afterwards, to answer some customers, 
during which time the deceased returned, saying he had for- 
got his umbrella; and accordingly went up stairs for it. Some 
time after, he came down, shaking his hand carelessly, and 
saying, that the snake had darted at him, and his hand was 
bleeding. Witness ordered a coach, and took him to St. 
George’s Ilospital. He told the witness that he broke part of 
his rule in teazing the snake, and had opened the door of the 
cage to take it out. At that time his wrist was much swol- 
len, and he in great agony. 


The jury consulted for ten minutes, and returned a special 
verdict, that the man died by the bite of a rattle-snake, and 
gave a deodand of one shilling on the snake. 
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Cooper’s mode of reducing Crural Hernia, by the Taxis. 


Place the patient in a recumbent posture, the shoulders a 
little elevated, the thighs bent at right angles with the body, 
and the knee of the affected side carried inwards. The sur- 
geon is then to place himself over the body of the patient, and 
putting both his thumbs on the surface of the tumour, he is 
to press gently directly downwards, as if he was endeavouring 
to press the tumour into the thigh, rather than towards the 
abdomen. If this pressure is steadily kept up for some mi- 
nutes, till the surface of the tumour is brought even with the 
line of the crural arch, the hernia may then be pressed to- 
wards the abdomen, and will return into the cavity. 


Med. & Surg. Spec. 








“ St. Mark’s Hospital, Vienna. 


‘“¢ In this hospital a large room is set apart for the reception 
of the dead : it is fitted up like a chapel, having two altars co- 
vered with black ; upon these are placed the bodies of the 
dead, where they remain forty-eight hours; over the altar 
hangs a cord that rings a bell upon the slightest touch; and it 
is fastened by a loop in the hand of the corpse, that in case of 
a return of life, he may be able to obtain relief; the lock of 
the room door is so constructed as to open from within with 
the greatestease. We are of opinion a similar adoption would 
be advisable to pursue, in all public hospitals and poor houses, 
and that the legislature of this country should take the sub- 
ject into their serious consideration. It is of much more im- 
portance than many others which daily occupy their attention ; 
and it comes home to the breast and nearest feelings of every 


man.” Ibid. 
VOL. I. q 
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Gase of extensive Ganglion of the Hand, of long standing 
successfully treated by Thomas Luxmoore, Fellow of the Roy- 
al College of Surgeons in London. Med. & Surg. Spec. 


Mr. H—bl—by, of York-street, Covent-garden, aged 23, 
had a ganglion of one hand, which had been increasing for 
the space of eight years, and gained an alarming and incon- 
venient size. It had arisen without any cause to account for 
it, and had been so obstinate as to yield to no treatment which 
had been employed. Fora great length of time stimulants 
and blisters were applied under the care of an eminent hospi- 
tal surgeon, which totally failed in reducing this extensive 
morbid enlargement. An operation was then performed, and 
also repeated by the same eminent practitioner; but on the 
parts healing, the tumour filled, and became equally large as 
before. Under this unsuccessful treatment of the disease, 
the patient applied to me, which is about two months ago. It 
occurred to me, on hearing the history of the case, that treat- 
ing itin the manner of hydrocele, by passing a seton through 
it, would be the most effectual step towards laying the founda- 
tion for a permanent cure. Jn doing this, I conceived a large 
one the fittest, and therefore introduced one of the size of half 
askein. ‘The effect was to produce considerable inflamma- 
tion, which extended some way up the arm; and therefore I 
found it necessary to pursue a strict antiphlogistic plan. Some 
suppuration took place in the course of a few days; and at 
the end of the ninth day, I withdrew the seton entirely, when 
the tumour gradually subsided. On withdrawing the seton, 
to secure the advantage gained, some degree of pressure was 
applied. ‘The part became firm, as if coagulable lymph had 
been deposited; and this treatment I farther assisted by the 
use of the camphorated mercurial liniment rubbed in upon the 
neighbourhood of the tumour. In the course of five weeks 
the cure was completed, in the progress of which opiates were 
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occasionally given, to moderate the violence of the pain, and 
a proper attention shewn to the state of the bowels. The dis- 
ease would seem with some persons to be constitutional ; for 
L-can perceive another ganglion forming in the other hand of 
the same patient, and I propose, so soon as it becomes trou- 
blesome, to pursue the analogy between the treatment of this 
affection and hydrocele still farther, and trying the method by 
injection in place of the seton, which I have little doubt will 
be attended with equal success. 


I am, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 


THOMAS LUXMOORE. 
St. Mary-Axe, Sept. 12, 808. 


The above case is so cleaf’, that there is little room for com- 
ment upon it. ‘The passing a thread through tumours of this 
kind with a needle, has been proposed by Professor Monro 
of Edinburgh; but the application of the-seton, as done by 
Mr. Luxmoore, we believe, has not been attempted with the 
same freedom and boldness in any other case. 








A Case of peculiar and extensive Monstrosity, affecting the 
principal Organs of the Body. By Joun Vaunton, Member 
of the Royal College of Surgeons of Londen, and Lecturer 
on Anatomy and Surgery, &c.&c. Med. & Surg. Spec. 


DESCRIPTION. 


The subject is a male child, at full nine months, born alive, 
but which was incapable, from the defects of its organs, te 
be described, of surviving for any length of time. 

In its external make, the trunk of the body is short, com- 
pared with the other parts, and also somewhat curved; the 
chest is apparently of a contracted size; the integuments and 
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muscles on the fore part of the abdomen are entirely wanting ; 
and the membrane covering the viscera, seems nothing more 
than a continuation of the peritoneum. 

On cutting open between the ribs, another membrane be- 
came immediately exposed to view, similar to this peritoneal 
covering ; but which I found, on examination, to be the peri- 
cardium inclosing the heart, placed on the left side of the li- 
ver. ‘This last organ is very large and irregular; the small 
lobe, commonly named the lobe of Spigelius, is detached, be- 
ing only connected by a membranous substance to the other 
parts of the liver; there is not the least vestige of lungs, or 
diaphragm ; the cavities of the heart appear, on inspection, to 
be natural; but the pulmonary veigs, corresponding with the 
defect of the lungs, are wanting ; he thymus gland is perfect ; 
the stomach and omentum shew €very mark of complete or- 
ganization; the gall bladder is small; no defect is conspicu- 
ous in the spleen or rightkidney ; the testes have not descend- 
ed into the abdomen, but are still within the abdominal ring ; 
the fundus of the bladder reaches near the umbilicus; the left 
kidney seems to be contained in a distinct capsule. 

On the whole, this is one of the most remarkable /usus natu- 
re 1 have met with in my anatomical researches 

The preparation I have carefully preserved; and, since no 
instance of such general monstrosity has occurred to me in 
the course of my reading, I thought it might be worth a place 
in your interesting publication; the object of which is, to col- 
lect useful and scientific information. Any of your readers, 
who are curious to see it, may have free access to my mu- 
seum. I shall afterwards communicate some farther instances 
of original defects, not so extensive. 


I am, Gentlemen, 


Your obedient Servant, 


JOHN TAUNTON. 
Greville-street, Hatton Garden, Aug. 5, 1808. 
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REMARKS BY THE EDITORS OF THE MEDICAL SPECTATOR. 


The above remarkable case differs, as the writer justly ob- 
serves, from most others which have been narrated, from the 
defects extending, as far as could be examined, to every part 
of the system. Partial defects, anatomists know, are fre- 
quently met with; as a want of the abdominal coverings, a 
deficiency of the cranial bones, and imperfect state of the 
brain; a mal-conformation of the heart, a want of one lobe 
of the lungs, a displacement of the bowels, or some other 
organs, from their proper stations. But here seemed to be 
an attempt of nature, to rear a being to the full period of en- 
joying life, without the possibility of its being capable of pro- 
longing its existence, by the action of its own organs, for one 
hour. ‘These extensive defects lead to some important re- 
marks. It is clear, the nourishment was here conveyed to 
the child by the mother, in as perfect a manner, as if its or- 
gans were complete. In the fetal state, the two organs alone 
necessary for this purpose are, the liver and the heart: the 
liver is here large, as it generally is before birth, and conse- 
quently fit to receive and transmit the full quantity of blood 
necessary for the feetal growth. ‘The heart is also capable of 
acting with its full energy, being encumbered with no appen- 
dages which belong to its separate office of transmitting part 
of its contents to the lungs. From this deficient structure, 
the depuration of the foetal mass by the lungs, or circulation 
of the mother, or by the placenta, connected with her circu- 
Jation, is established; for the moment this was cut off, and 
there was no organ to supply the defect, death became inevi- 
table. ‘The existence, then, of this child, is somewhat supe- 
rior to vegetable life, but inferior to animal; for, besides the 
action of the lungs being necessary to give the principle of 


oxygen to the system, they are also of great importance in 
being an auxiliary, or assisting the functions of the brain, the 
motion of which corresponds, in some degree, with the func- 
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tion of respiration in vigour and repetition. ‘The other de- 
fects seem of small consequence: the gall bladder does not 
seem proportioned to the size of the liver; the bladder of 
urine also, which is here much distended, is generally so in 
the fcetal state: whether this distention might be any way 
influenced by the peculiar structure of the left kidney, is 
doubtful. 

It has been a remark frequently made by Accoucheurs, 
that in cases of monstrosity, parturition is always difficult and 
painful, even though there is nothing in the size of the child 
to occasion this difficulty. 








Remarkable Case of a Blue Boy, who lived to the age of three 
years. By 'TuHomas Mainwarinc, Member of the Royal 
College of Surgeons, London. 


TO THE EDITORS OF THE MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SPEC- 
TATOR. 


Gentlemen, 

As remarkable cases of Malconformation enable us often 
to explain the nature and use of the most important organs, 
they are equally interesting to the anatomist and the physi- 
cian. 

In your last number you introduced a case of general de- 
fect, where the lungs were entirely wanting. I beg leave to 
send you, for this number of your scientific work, a case of 
defect, where, in consequence of a deficiency found at the 
base of the septum ventriculorum of the heart, an extensive 
communication was formed between the two ventricles, and 
the lungs were thus deprived of a great portion of the blood 
which ought to pass through them. ‘The boy, the subject of 
it, lived to the age of three years. He was particularly irri- 
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table and passionate, so that his friends were afraid to speak to 
him from his violence and impetuosity. On his death, which 
took place from an attack of an acute disease, permission was 
granted to open the body, when the following remarkable 
appearances in the heart presented themselves from the dis- 
section of it made by Mr. Maynard :-— 


DISSECTION. 

On opening the heart of the patient a deficiency was found 
at the base of the septum ventriculorum, forming an ex- 
tensive communication between the two ventricles, so 
large that three times as much blood passed into the aorta 
from the right ventricle as did from the /eft. The size 
of the right ventricle was three times greater than that of the 
left, and the coats three times as thick. A small opening at 
first barely admitting a probe, appeared on the upper and back 
part of the right ventricle which led into the pulmonary artery. 
‘This artery had only two valves. ‘The foramen ovale, and 
the ductus arteriosus, were both closed, the veins were as usu- 
al. A very small quantity of blood could pass through the 
opening from the ventricle to the pulmonary artery, so that 
the circulation in the lungs must have been very slow. 


THOMAS MAYNARD. 

Sept. 16. 

In consequence of the above malconformation, the blood not 
being oxygenated by its passage through the lungs, possessed 
a dark grumous appearance, and wanted that principle which 
is intended to give the spring of action, and that high state 
of animation which is so necessary to the full enjoyment of 
health. Such cases as the above being rarely met with, your 
giving it a place in your useful publication will oblige, 

Gentlemen, Your obedient Servant, 


Tl’. MAINWARING. 
Strand, Sept. 20, 1808. 


On the above case we shall offer no comment, as the same 
subject is referred to in the following communication. 
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Communication on the Continuance of the Opening of the Fora- 
men Ovale in Adults. By Joun Taunton, Member of the 
Royal College of Surgeons, Lecturer on Anatomy and Sur- 
gery, and Surgeon to the City Dispensary, Sc. &c. 


TO THE EDITORS OF THE LONDON MEDICAL ,AND SURGI- 
CAL SPECTATORs 


Gentlemen, 


My last communication pointed out, in the dissection of a 
remarkable case, certain general defects of the organs incon- 
sistent with the continuance of life; and I shall now an- 
nounce some observations on a subject which has engaged 
the attention of the first anatomists and physiologists of the 
age, without the subject being brought to any conclusion, 
viz, the use of the foramen ovale peculiar to the child in the 
fectal state, and the consequence of its remaining open in the 
adult. 

The first opinion on its use that deserves attention is that 
proposed by Mr. Mery, in the Memoirs of the Royal Aca- 
demy of Surgery, who observes, that the capacity of the pul- 
monary artery is larger than that of the aorta in the fetal 
state ; that the mght ventricle is more capacious than the left ; 
and that the pulmonary veins are much smaller than the 
branches of the vena cava. From these observations he in- 
fers, that did the circulation proceed in the manner commonly 
explained, the capacity of the left auricle should be superior 
to that of the right, and that the aorta should be larger than 
the pulmonary artery; but as this is not the case, he is led to 
believe that the blood must pursue a different route. ‘The 
blood then, being received from the vena cava into the right 


auricle, is pushed from it into the pulmonary artery; and by 
the latter is distributed through the substance of the lungs, 
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except where part of it passes into the canalis arteriosus, be- 
ing returned to the left ventricle by the pulmonary veins ; from 
which it is partly directed again into the right auricle, through 
the foramen ovale, and partly passes into the left ventricle, 
from which it is sent into the aorta, and is thus distributed 
over the system. In this way the greater part of the mass of 
blood pursues, in the fetus, a very short course. 

This theory was favoured by a number of authors, who 
pretended, by dissection, to support his discovery: while it 
is controverted again by others of equal respectability, who 
deny the facts on which it is founded. Mr. Winslow, the 
celebrated anatomist, has endeavoured to reconcile this theory 
with the common opinion entertained, by observing, that, 
from the communication between both auricles, the heart is 
to be considered as possessing but one auricle, forcing the 
blood into two distinct ventricles ; that from the one ventricle 
it is sent into the pulmonary artery, while the canalis arterio- 
sus prevents the greater part of it from passing into the lungs ; 
and from the other ventricle it is transmitted immediately into 
the aorta. But in this way, may be remarked, the valve of 
the foramen ovale is rendered useless; and we cannot see any 
reason for the peculiar disposition of the fetal circulation if 
this takes place. 

A later theory than this is one proposed in the Petersburgh 
Transactions, where, instead of the communication of the 
foramen ovale being admitted, it is, on the contrary, main- 
tajned that no connection prevails at all between the auricles. 
‘This theory is said to be likewise founded on anatomical ob- 
servation, and is prefaced by the author, with observing, that 
as, after birth, the contraction of both auricles is simultane- 
ous, or performed at once, so blood cannot possibly be re- 
ceived from one into the other, or the contractions of them 
must be performed at different times. ‘This, however, cannot 
be shewn; and if it could, it is probable that, after continu- 


ing for the whole of the fetal state, it should remain for the 
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whole of life. This theory is founded on an observation, that 
the vena cava, before going to the heart, divides into two 
branches; one of which enters at the right auricle, and the 
other passes into the left at the situation of the foramen ovale. 

If such, then, were the uses of the foramen ovale as stated 
by authors, the effects of its remaining open should be an in- 
complete oxygenation or change in the blood, in consequence 
of the lungs being deprived of their regular supply. This, 
however, does not appear to be the case; for I have in my 
possession three or four preparations of adults, where the 
foramen ovale remained not only open to old age, but the 
opening was large, and no intervention of a valve could pre- 
vent the circulation taking this course. ‘The history of these 
patients I personally knew. 'They were some of them ac- 
customed to laborious life; but there seemed nothing 
in the apparent exercise of the functions of the differ- 
ent organs, which could lead to the smallest suspicion that 
such a peculiar state of circulation existed. The opinion of 
anatomists and physiologists on this subject, therefore, if not 
erroneous, is taken up on too partial a collection of facts, and 
shews either the office of the lungs, in making changes in the 
blood, is not necessary to the extent supposed, or that the 
principle received by the change may be supplied perhaps in a 
different manper. ‘To confirm this fact, I shall in your next 
number communicate the particulars of these cases. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 


JOHN TAUNTON, 
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Regulations enacted by the Senate of the University of Glas- 
gow respecting Degrees in Medicine. 


1. That before any person can be allowed to be a candidate 
for a degree in medicine in this University, he shall appear 
personally before the senate, and lay before them evidence, 
that during the space of three years, or sessions of six months 
each, he has regularly attended in some university, or univer- 
sities, or in some medical school or schools of reputation, the 
following medical classes, viz. Anatomy and Surgery, in Che- 
mistry and Pharmacy, the Theory, and the Practice of Phy- 
sic, Materia Medica, and Botany. 

2. ‘That he shall bring forward evidence, that, during one 
year at least, he has attended medical classes in this univer- 
sity. 

3. That the candidate shall undergo three separate exami- 
nations in private, by the medical professors of the univer- 
sity, and write a commentary on an aphorism of Hippocrates, 
and another on a case of disease propounded to him by the 
said examiners. ‘The first examination shall be on anatomy 
and physiology; the second, on the theory and practice of 
physic ; and the third, on chemistry, materia medica, phar- 
macy, and botany. 

4, 'That the examiners shall report to the senate, their opi- 
nion respecting the medical knowledge of the candidate; and 
if their report be favourable, his name as a candidate for a 
degree shall be entered in the minutes of the senate; and a 
day fixed, when the candidate shall read his commentaries on 
the aphorism and case, and answer such questions on the se- 
veral branches of medical science, as shall be put-to him by 
the examiners, in presence of the senate. If the senate be 
of opinion, that the candidate has shewn himself worthy of 
a degree, it shall be conferred in presence of the senate, by 
the vice chancellor; provided the candidate has not pyblished 
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a Thesis, which he may, or may not do, according to his owy 
option: but if he has published a thesis, he must defend it, 
and the degree must be conferred in the comitia. 

5. Thatthe whole of the examinations shall be carried on, 
and the commentaries on the aphorism and case must be writ- 
ten in the Latin language. 





= = 





Gentral Medical Society of New-York, February, 1819. 


1. Exection. 
At the anniversary meeting of the medical society of the 
state of New-York, holden at the capital nm the city of Al- 
bany, the following members were elected officers : 


Nicholas Romayne, President. 
Alex. Sheldon, Vice-President. 
Andrew Proudfit, Treasurer. 
John Stearns, Secretary. 


Westel Willoughby, jr.) 
William M‘Clelland, 
William Wilson, >Censors. 
Abraham Allen, 
Joseph White, 


Nicholas Romayne, 7 
Alex. Sheldon, 
Andrew Proudfit, | 
John Stearns, Committee of Correspon- 
Henry H. Sherwood, r dence. 

Oliver C. Comstock, 
John Spafford, 
Henry White, 








J 


2. ORATION. 
The president delivered a learned and appropriate oration 
in the senate chamber, to the society, to both houses of the 
legislature, and a concourse of other persons. He reviewed 
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the laws in force touching the medical profession, and the in- 
stitutions among us for medical tuition. He discussed the 
merits of the medical character, and suggested various ex- 
pedients for the good of the profession. Their “ transactions 
for 1809,” were laid, inthe form of a printed pamphlet, on 
the tables of the members of the senate and assembly. 'T'o 
this is added, “ the anniversary address of the president” for 
that year. 

Before the close of their session, the society ordered a cir- 
cular epistle to be forwarded to the county socicties. 


3. Resolve concerning militia exemptions. Medical Society of 
the State of New-York, 9th February, 1810. 


Whereas communications have been made to this society, 
from several of the county medical societies, requesting thé 
intercession of this institution to effect a repeal of that part of 
the militia law which compels physicians and surgeons to do 
military duty: Therefore, Resolved, That it is the sense of 
the society that the section of the militia act imposing on prac- 
titioners of physic and surgery military duty, ought to be re- 
pealed, as inconsistent with the ancient rights and immunities 
of physicians and surgeons ; and that a committee be appoint- 
ed to wait on Dr. Mitchill, and such other members of the 
legislature as they deem proper, to request their friendly aid 
to effect the repeal of the aforesaid section of the militia law. 
Whereupon the president, secretary, and Dr. Comstock, were 
appointed. 

Certified by me, : 


JOTIN STEARNS, Sec’ry. 


4. Refusal of the Assembly ta exempt Physicians. 
‘In the assembly, the biil reported by Mr. Van Rensseliaer to 
amend the act to organize the militia, was debated ina com- 
mittee of the whole house, on the 26th March. By the first 
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section it was provided, that all presidents, professors, teach- 
ers and students, of colleges and academies, all schoolmas- 
ters engaged for at least one year, and a few other classes of 
persons, should be exempted from performing militia duty, 
The practitioners of medicine were continued under the regu- 
lation of the last session, compelling the officers to enrol them. 
Dr. Mitchill proposed to amend the section, by inserting the 
words “ all lawful practitioners of physic and surgery.” The 
object of this amendment was to excuse the persons coming 
- under these descriptions from service as militia men. The 
mover explained and recommended it with a broad display of 
the reasons in its favour. ‘The proposal, however, was op- 
posed from almost all sides of the house; and, after a debate 
of some warmth and continuance, was decided in the nega- 
tive. ‘The sense of the house was expressed very strongly 
on the division, which was called for on the occasion. By 
which it appears that the legislative opinion in favour of com- 
pelling such persons to perform the duty of militia men, is 
fixed, and not likely to be very soon altered or revoked. 
Med. Repository. 


{(P Seventy voted against the exemption, and nine in 
favour of it. 








Improved mode of preparing Phosphorus Bottles. In a Letter 
from a Correspondent.* 


Should Mr. Nicholson think the following observations 
worthy of a place in his valuable Journal, they perhaps may 
tend to lessen a difficulty occasionally experienced by indiv1- 
duals, in the prosecution ofa favourite study. 


* From Nicholson’s Journal, June 1810. 
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It probably may be acceptable to G. O., vol. XXV, p. 189, 
to be informed of a method of preparing a phosphorus bottle, 
which is ina considerable degree free from the inconvenience 
attending those prepared according to the method made use of 
by him. 

Phosphorus, cut into small pieces and mixed with quick 
lime in powder, answers the purpose very well. ‘The phos- 
phorus should be carefully dried by filtering paper, a thin 
slice being cut may be divided into as many pieces as can 
expeditiously be done, and each piece introduced into a 
small bottle, with as much lime as will surround it. Lime 
slacked in the air, and submitted to a strong red heat, in a 
black lead crucible for twenty minutes, is in a good state for 
the purpose. 

The bottle, when full, may be exposed corked, to the radi- 
ant heat of a fire, till some of the pieces of phosphorus have 
assumed an orange tint, it will then be ready for immediate 
use. But the heating is not absolutely necessary if the bottle 
is not wanted for immediate use, and it will continue longer 
in aserviceable state. 

It is almost superfluous to observe, in using the bottle the 
mouth should be closed with the finger as soon as the match is 
withdrawn. 

Ihave been in the habit of preparing a bottle by this me- 
thod, at the conclusion of winter, for the purpose of lighting a 
lamp furnace during the summer months, when I had not con- 
venient access to a fire. A narrow quarter ounce bottle has 
generally continued serviceable four or five months, though 
very frequently used, P. 


Lancaster, (Eng). 17th March, 1810. 
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Mode of purifying Air in large Buildings. 


Doctor Van Marum has discovered a very simple method, 
proved by repeated experiments, of preserving the air pure in 
large halls, theatres, hospitals, &c. ‘The apparatus for this 
purpose is nothing but a common lamp, made according to 
Argand’s construction, suspended from the roof of the hall, 
and kept burning under a funnel, the tube of which rises above 
the roof without, and it is furnished with a ventilator. For 
his first experiment, he filled his large laboratory with the 
smoke of shavings. A few minutes after he lighted his lamp, 
the whole of the smoke had disappeared, and the air was per- 


fectly purified. London Med. && Philos. fournat. 








~~ ad 


Remedy for the Tape-Worm. 


Common spirits of turpentine have been recently admi- 
nistered by several medical gentlemen of London with good 
effect, in the cure of tape-worm. The doses given were, in 
some cases, so large as two ounces; but those of half an ounce 
at a time, repeated twice a day, were generally found to answer 
the purpose. The vehicle in which the turpentine was admi- 
nistered, was generally honey. Ibid. 

It would be perhaps advisable to know more respecting this, before such 
doses are administered. Quantities inferior to those mentioned, will often 
produce bloody micturition.......Lditor, 








UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


The Medical Lectures in this University, will commence 
on the first Monday in November. 





